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TREE FORUM 

Did you know that trees in cities help prevent crime, improve health and can help with flood 
prevention? And that tree planting is the cheapest form of climate change mitigation? In my days 
with Avon Wildlife Trust my focus was more on trees in our nature reserves –  ancient and secondary 
woodlands and their complex habitats . City wildlife too, for an urban Wildlife Trust, but maybe for 
me it all came together a couple of weeks ago when I was asked to attend a meeting of the Bristol 
Tree Forum.   
 
I was there at the invitation of Jim Smith, Tree Champion for Filwood. Jim had seen a piece I wrote 
before Christmas in praise of the magnificent trees of Bristol, and thought I’d like to see what was 
being done for trees in Bristol through the Tree Forum. He told me how it is dedicated to “protecting 
and enhancing our urban trees in streets, parks, gardens and all open spaces”, and works closely 
with  Bristol City Council.    
 
Jim is a retired Head Gardener who moved to Bristol just over a year ago. “ I signed up almost at 
once  as a Tree Champion with the Tree Forum,  to enthuse local people to cherish and replenish our 
local tree stock,” he told me. “Trees enhance our urban lives - they clean the air, produce oxygen, 
provide shade, and absorb surplus water – and green is a restful colour!” 
 
A university study in 1993 found that urban spaces which had been planted with trees had a 90% 
chance of remaining graffiti free, while spaces of plain concrete had only around 10% chance of not 
being vandalised. It’s also established that tree-lined routes in cities offer extra motivation to walk, 
compared to routes without trees 

I couldn’t help noticing how so many of the folks I met were enthusiastic volunteers from local 
community groups across the city. They talked about trees in Bristol – planting and caring,  problems 
of tree stumps and replacement, vandalism and surveys, and the new PIPs project that intends to 
carry out the Mayor’s pledge to plant 30,000 trees by primary school children across the city by 
2015. It was fantastic to see how neighbourhood concern for trees has here dovetailed with a local 
authority remit to deliver.  Happily, 14% of Bristol is covered in trees, and there’s a goal in place to 
increase this to 30% through a programme of work co-ordinated by TreeBristol, which works with 
local communities and encourages the public and businesses to sponsor trees.  

A Tree Champion, Jim explained to me, provides support to all these community groups and schools 
in their work for neighbourhood trees. He’s recently been elected Co-Ordinator.  “We need more 
Tree Champions,” he told me “They don’t have to be experts, just enthusiasts! If anyone is 
interested in helping contact Clive Stevens, the Tree Forum Chair. Just “google” Bristol Tree Forum 
and Clive’s details come up.  Your trees need you!” 

 
 


